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RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


Viston Books Farrar, Straus 


1/V IS ea. $1.95 


* Gardiner, S. J., Harold C.- EDMUND CAMPION, Hero of God's Underground- This 
illustrated volume written by the literary editor of the national Catholic weekly, 
America, tells, in approximately dramatic fashion, the dramatic story of Blessed 
Edmund Campion, prototype of the Jesuit “underground” in Elizabethan England. It is 
presumably intended for Catholic youngsters of high school age, to judge by the style. 
The author has relied on excellent historical sources and has remained faithful to 
truly historical characters, events and declarations, fictionalizing to a minimal 
degree and solely for dramatic effect. Against the background of Elizabethan persecu- 
tion of Catholics, which included the hunting down and killing of priests known to be 
faithful to Rome, the author tells the story of this eminent Jesuit who entered his 
own country from France in the disguise of a jewel merchant and, constantly pursued by 
the secret police, managed to visit many Catholic homes north of London, there to say 
Mass and perform other needed priestly functiohs, thus helping to keep the Catholic 
faith alive and to renew it where it was in grave danger of dying. The most wanted 
priest of the realm, Campion was eventually caught, imprisoned and tortured in the 
Tower of London and finally hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn, a martyr for his 
faith. His superior intelligence, talent, and ingenuity, as well as his patriotic 
devotion to England, his saintly charity toward his persecutors and his forthright 
written and oral declarations in defense of the Catholic faith are forcefully and 
inspiringly conveyed in the course of the intriguing narrative. This is undoubdtedly 
one of the best in the Vision Books series. Imprimatur. (LC:57-5123) 


Moore, John T. & Staudacher, Rosemarian V.- MODERN CRUSADERS- This volume 
for Catholic youngsters contains seventeen short sketches of heroic work done by 
modern Catholic missionaries, mostly priests, brothers and nuns of various religious 
orders laboring in different parts of the globe and engaged in different kinds of 
pursuits and adventures in connection with their essential task as soldiers of Christ. 
These stories of Christian inspiration, high adventure, dedicated work for humanity 
and personal heroism are told in a simple and lively manner calculated to interest 
and edify at the same time. There is the story of a mission doctor in Africa, a 
flying bishop in New Guinea, a priest-biologist who catches snakes on the Gold Coast, 
the priest-organizer of the Legion of Mary imprisoned by the Chinese Communists, a 
medical missionary nun who performed difficult operations in Pakistan in the midst of 
war, a laboratory nun who discovered a vaccine for leprosy and many other stories of 
hardship and adventure in the service of Christ and the Church in far-flung corners 
of the earth. Catholic boys and girls generally will undoubtedly enjoy this book 
and derive spiritual profit from it. It could serve as an occasion of awakening a 
vocation to missionary endeavor on their own part. Imprimatur. (1/2/57.LC:57-5402 ) 


Trent, Robbie Follett 
TO CHURCH WE GO Cloth: $2.00 


The basic worship concept of the American Protestant church, as it is evid- 
enced in the average middle class suburban, small town and village communities, is por- 
trayed with reverence and charm both in text and through Elizabeth Orton Jones' precise 
and somewhat sentimental pastel illustrations. The different parts of the worship ser- 
vice (not specifically one denomination or another), the attitudes assumed to be 
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accepted by people in church, different church occasions, the reasons for prayer, for 

singing- these are indicated through the child's viewpoint. This book should have a di- 
rect appeal through its identification with a familiar aspect of family life. It is very @ 
much better done than in any previous attempts we have seen. Cloth bound, but the stitch- 


ing might have been firmer. (Publ. LC:56-11219) 


Dignam, F. Philip Morehouse-Gorham 
THE BOY WHO CHANGED HIS NAME $1.95 


A delightful book for young boys who might not read the Bible avidly, but who, 
after reading the adventure of The Boy Who Changed His Name might want to read the parable 
of the prodigal son and after reading "What Can You Do With a Dollar" would really under- 
stand the parable of the talents This he would find it extremely easy to do, for the 
Bible text is printed immediately after the modern paraphrase for children for these and 
several other Bible stories. The format is attractive, the illustrations graphic and 
amusing and many parents will doubtless be glad to put this little book into the hands of 
their inquiring children who are just discovering that they like to read. Mr. Dignam is 
an Episcopal clergyman who knows the mind and heart of the very young. (Publ.LC:56-13454) 


Gwynne, J. Harold World 
The Rainbow Book of BIBLE STORIES $h .95 


* This provides a very valuable introduction to Bible stories. Dr. Gwynne, whose 
books on Christian living, whose contribution to Protestant worship services and whose 
role as ordained minister, preacher and teacher have made him widely known, has retold 
some seventy odd stories from the Old Testament, and more than thirty from the New Testa- 
ment. He divides his material in this way:- Stories of the Hebrew Patriarchs, Stories 
about Moses and the Israelites, Stories about Joshua and the Judges, Stories about Three 
Kings of United Israel, Stories about the Divided Kingdom, Stories about the Jews in 
Captivity, the Four Gospels, The Book of Acts. In this way he has cut across the confusing 
chronology of the Old Testament; he has brought together those aspects of history and 
biography and legend that belong together, and has identified their sources by references 
to the Books, chapters and verses. The result is very readable. As often as practicable 
the phraseology of the King James' version is made integral to the text. There is a direct- 
ness and simplicity in the retelling that carries both story and message, without any at- 
tempt on Dr. Gwynne's part to expound. The 108 illustrations in full color and in two 
tone wash and line add materially to the dramatic value of the text. One could wish that 
one of the Steele Savage illustrations in muted tones from the body of the text had been 
used for the jacket rather than the highly toned five color painting used for the wrap- 
around jacket. (Publ. LC:56-9264) 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Meyer, Jerome S. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
PICTURE BOOK OF THE SEA $2.50 


A pleasing though haphazardly organized collection of information about the 
Earth's oceans begins with their immediately obvious characteristic-waves, and how they 
result from wind. Further topics covered in a series of brief sections include the origin 
of the Earth and how the seas were formed, tides, saltiness, the development of life, 
mountain formations under the sea and something of the vast array of plant and animal life 
in the oceans today. Within themselves the sections are informative and attractively pre- 
sented, with three-colored pictures by Richard Floete, but they are strung together loosely 
and do not give the idea of a coherent body of knowledge. (Publ. LC:54-7879) @ 
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Landmark Book Random House 
2/22 $1.95 


* North, Sterling- GEORGE WASHINGTON, FRONTIER COLONEL- An account of 
Washington's early life- as a boy, a young surveyor and landowner and as an officer 
in the French and Indian war- this makes a definite contribution to juvenile litera- 
ture on the subject for it is probing and has the mature tones of an adult biography. 
There is no glamorized picture of Washington here as from the start we are made 
aware of family problems, of finances and emotional strains as well as the hard task 
biographers have had of interpreting Washington's character fully. Mr. North uses 
a lot of material from Washington's diaries and these excerpts have been blended with 
his narrative to make a smoothly flowing story. The familiar events- life on the 
Potomac and Rappahannock plantations, the worship of his elder step brother, Lawrence, 
the chance to do surveying for Fairfax and to become master of Mount Vernon, the 
bitterness over early love affairs and the early military career that had its defeats 
and mistakes as well as its victories- all take on new force and freshness here as 
Washington emerges as something of a real person and not a symbolic figurehead. 
Historical background too has been worked in to make this a broadening reading ex- 
perience. Drawings by Lee Ames. (LC:57-6467) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Rendina, Laura Cooper Little, Brown 
LOLLY TOUCHBERRY $3.00 


* Instead of the Northeast coast (as in Roommates and the other Debbie Jones 
stories) the setting is the Florida Keys. Instead of the expected round of teen age 
activities and emotions we have a fuller, deeper story that touches on strong social 
and personal issues. Lolly, in the ninth grade at the local high school, finds her- 
self falling more and more in love with Joe Prentiss, a reckless older boy who has 
returned from an abortive year of school up North and is now on the football team. 
As their relationship progresses, it is complicated by Joe's admiration for Mr. 
Touchberry. Lolly's feelings become an intolerable mixture- of fear and disgust at 
Joe's attitude that everyone is out to get him (he is eventually kicked off the team), 
and of worship, so that her parents decide to break with Joe. Lolly almost breaks 
with her parents before she discovers Joe is basically bad. Tributary to this main 
theme is Lolly's friendship with her classmate, Thornton Cutler, who introduces her 
to a world that includes music and art, and the tragedy that her Negro friend, Rose, 
is kept from concerts because of her color. Joe's position is emphasized by this 
for the denouement is his attempt to clear himself, through using race prejudice, of 
blame in a car accident involving Negro. Very lifelike. (2/26. LC:57-5511) 


Howard, Elizabeth Morrow 
A GIRL OF THE NORTH COUNTRY $2.75 


From the author of a long and dependable list of American period stories 
for girls (Candle in the Night, Peddler'’s Girl, etc.) comes this tale of mid-19th 
century Michigan, and the Heath family, who- as the story opens- go to one of the 
lake islands to take up farming. As she comes to Martin's Haven, 16-year old Calista 
is ridden with doubts as to the future. In the first place, she wonders whether her 
footloose father will consider this a permanent home at last. In the second place, 

a neighbor, young Mark Treely, worries them with tales of wrecks supposedly caused by 
a group of Mormons on a nearby island. But another young farmer, Bruce Cameron, 
sides with the Mormons in a controversy arousing the Treelys' ire, and eventually 
proves that the wrecks can be laid at the Treelys' door and that they had been steal- 
ing supplies from lake ships. Sensible, solid, with a bit of romance at the end. 
(2/20.LC:57-5110) 


Sobol, Donald'J. Watts 
THE DOUBLE QUEST . (22uae 


* A full fashioned historical novel, based on the little known fact of the 
invasion of England by Flemish troops in 1161, has all the color and romance and some 
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of the delightful improbabilities of the days of knight errantry. At first the story has 
little to do with trouble from abroad. The narrator, who is a loyal, young squire, Martin 
of Willington, is completely wrapped up in exposing the murderer of his master, Sir Jabra, 
presumably killed by a false lance blow delivered by Sir Velbane in the jousts at Fairfield 
Velbane in turn is unhorsed by a mysterious knight, and Martin, having no direct proof of 
guilt, rides off after the knight to see if he can become his squire. Amazed when the 
knight turns out to be a girl, Brynoble, Martin learns from her that she is the daughter of 
one of England's greatest, Sir Ganic, and now has her own quest- to avenge the murder of 
her mother. How Martin's and Brynoble's quests coincide and lead to a single man (not 
Velbane) who is both murderer and collaborator with the Flemish, makes a rich story and 
with its elements of tragedy, more intricately patterned than most books of this sort for 
the teen ages. Drawings by Lili Rethi. (2/?. LC:57-5670) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


MacLean, Alistair Doubleday 
GUNS OF NAVARONE $3.95 


MacLean is a born storyteller with a strong sense of participation characteris- 
tic of his adventures. Here a carefully selected handful of men has been brought together 
for the job, during World War II, of silencing strategically placed guns on an island con- 
trolling the approach to one of the few islands still held by the British in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. With that island on the German agenda the time is short and as the tension 
mounts one gets to know the five men, to credit the incredible because of their characters. 
MacLean has many of the Buchan attributes. (Full report on p. 876. 2/7. LC:57-5527) 





Keyes, Frances Parkinson Messner 
BLUE CAMELLIA $3.95 


This new novel from Mrs. Keyes combines the expected pattern of her attention to 
background minutiae and to emotional and romantic content with a strong theme in American 
economy- the growing of rice. It is a two generation story- of a man completely dedicated 
to one goal and of his daughter, who struggled with two loves before she could join her 
father in partnership towards that goal. No social glamour of New Orleans here but a defi- 
nite contribution to Americana in a tale: of pioneering on a different plane. (Full report 


on p. 875. 2/1. LC:57-5083 ) 


Gilman, LaSelle Morrow-Sloane 
PESQUERA BAY $3-75 


Pacific Coast fishing is a vivid background for Morgan Herrick's fight against 
the control of Luter, his loyalty to Al who had saved his life and his defiance of his fa- 
ther's wish to keep him from being a fisherman. Cast out, trailed by the men who kill Al, 
Morgan watches the catches dwindle until a storm brings with it a climax too. There is a 
likeable romance to go with this story of Washington state waters and the men who fish them. 
(Full report on p. 852. 1/30. LC:57-5852) 


Wylie, I. A. R. Random House 
THE UNDEFEATED $3.95 


In her best book, I. A. R. Wylie views the horrid aftermath of war through the 
scars left on the people of a French village occupied by the Germans, scars made by com- 
promise rather than suffering. When von Freytag, the German commandant now released from 
prison, returns to re-terrorize the village in sadistic delight, former collaborators 
squirmed, victims of his cruelty learned hatred, survived, women who had exchanged virtue for 
food feared lest their men find out. But von Freytag reckoned without three people, the Abbe, 
the blind and saintly Pascal, and Nina, the former spy who loved him. Within these three 
lies the power to overcome and as their story is told through vivid vignettes it cuts below 
the surface to basic truths. (Full report on p. 874. 1/24. LC:57-5360) 


Wodehouse, P..G. Simon & Schuster 
THE BUTLER DID IT $3.50 


A "vintage butler of obviously a very good year" is Keggs and his superman-ish ma- 
nipulations effect the finale of a Tontine set up in 1929. for the pay-off in 1955. With a 
million dollar prize set up for the last child of a monied family to be married, it is up to 
Keggs and an art critic to see that the right guy gets the kitty. There's a familiar feeling 
about all this but still a spark and sputter to the lines. (Full report on p. 874.1/?.LC:57-5676) 
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Dos Passos, John Doubleday 
THE MEN WHO MADE THE NATION $5.95 


* Another great contribution to a deepening appreciation of the American pat- 
tern of growth in which Dos Passos compasses the Constitutional area of our history 
and sets it in a frame which goes back to Yorktown and forward to the presidency of 
Jefferson. In speaking of the men Dos Passos also reveals feet of clay and actually 
makes his figures greater by their human frailties. He has also set his story 
against world history- the impact of the American Revolution on Europe- and makes us 
realize what Jefferson realized-that in divergences lay strength and that the battle 
must be for principles. A study that demands a lot of the reader and provides its 
own reward. (Full report on p 882. 2/7. LC:57-5532) 


Whipple, A. B. C. Doubleday 
PIRATE $4.50 


This displays a lively affection for its subject and offers the reader, 
particularly the amateur, rollicking portraits of some of the legendary characters 
from Blackbeard to Kidd. No buccaneers, freebooters or earlier pioneers appear but 
the coverage has full color and interest. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 85h. 
1/10. LC:57-5522) 


West, Jessamyn Harcourt, Brace 
TO SEE THE DREAM $3-95 


These are the author's journals whose focus is the making of her book, [he 
Friendly Persuasion, into a movie. There are the stays in Hollywood, discussions of 
cast and character, the days of shooting and the questions that only she, as Quaker 
and author, can answer. But there is more than this for the journals are “interior 
conversations"- of ideas followed through in solitude. Recalling parts of her life 
and her realizations about life, they make absorbing, perceptive reading that needs 
no help from the picture now playing. (Full report on p. 889. 2/6) 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee Houghton, Mifflin 
MISS BOO IS SIXTEEN $3.50 


Our Miss Boo captured many hearts and it is hard to realize that she is now 
in her late teens, having struggled through the thicket of adolescence. This is a 
collection of homely pieces, some about Miss Boo, some about the household tyrant, 
the tiny Japanese cook, and some about Miss Runbeck's own childhood. There are sound 
principles behind the incidents which make this a healthy, pleasant timepasser, but 
without the subtle enchantment of Cress Delehanty. (Full report on p. 56. 1/16. 
LC :56-11578) | 


Peare, Catherine Owens Lippincott 
WILLIAM PENN $6.00 


A biography of a man is also the story of a faith for Penn abandoned his 
father's wishes and religion to find his "ultimate convincement" with the Quakers. 
Suffering for his alliance, writing tracts, receiving the land that became Pennsyl- 
vania, his family life, his sphere of influence in government as well as colonization- 
all round out a conscientious picture of a founding father. Tie this with local 
interests and the author's other juvenile biographies. (Full report on p. 832.1/9. 

LC :56-10810 ) 


Grzimek, Bernhard Norton 
NO ROOM FOR WILD ANIMALS $3.95 

A socio-scientific account of a recent shooting expedition, with cameras, in 
Africa exhibits the wide knowledge of a dedicated zoo curator and his ability to re- 
count his adventures with humor and enthusiasm. With his son Michael he went to the 
Belgian Congo and through its upper Uele region. Each experience- with elephants, 
with diseases attacking the herds, with pygmies- is implemented by anecdote. Though 
strict attention is called to the importance of preserving wildlife, emphasis is by far on 
the adventurous side of zoological work. Photographs. (Full report on p. 892.2/?.LC:57-5987) | 
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Carse, Robert Rinehart 
AGE OF PIRACY $3.95 


A chronological survey, from the English explorer-marauders to the Spanish Main, 
this is accented with details of ships and sailing, boarding and capture and incidents of 
battles and prizes. The same figures appear here as in Pjrgte (see above) but in briefer 
treatment, for the focus is on the whole era of raiding and its unplanned contribution to 
the opening of new lands. Both books offer plenty of adventuring. (Full report on p. 


857. 1/21. LC:57-5056) 


Farre, Rowena Rinehart 
SEAL MORNING $3.00 
This is a recall of crofting days by a young woman who went with her aunt to 
Northern Scotland to live her years from ten to seventeen. Unassuming and conversational, 
her narrative is mostly on the subject of pets- Lora, a common seal, wild cats, goats, a 
rat who terrified some sleeping guests, a dog found to be a sheep killer. An unobtrusi- 
vely appealing book for animal lovers. (Full report on p. 859. 1/28. LC:57-5216) 


Perelman, S. J. Simon & Schuster 
THE ROAD TO MILTOWN $3.50 


The bard of the batty again displays his unimpeachable attitude toward the 
world and with sinuous phrasings takes it apart, never to try to put it together again. 
There is the cinema which enthralled him in the 20's and revolts him today, the majestic 
dramas he weaves about news notes and chance reading, acerb comments on advertising and 
consumer courtship. May there always be our Perelman. (Full report on p. 886. 1/2. 

LC :57-5681 ) 


National Manpower Council Columbia University Press 
WOMAN POWER $5.00 


A study of the increasing role being played by women in the labor force is schol- © 
arly but one which by nature of its subject matter should appeal to a broader audience- 
perhaps the girls themselves who come up for discussion here. Topics include the percentage 
of women holding different types of jobs, the jobs and their relation to family position, 
employer's appraisals of women workers, trends since 1900, the impact of World War II, the 
effect of education, etc. Material is partly statistical, partly reported opinion and as 
it combines to reveal women's characteristics as individuals and as groups, it should make 
good reading for any girl interested in the perennial and proverbial home versus job dilemma. 
Not a probing of psychological reasons or an offering of directives for adjustment, but 
a stimulating statement of facts which could provide discussion for social science courses. 


(Full report on p. 885. 1/7) 


Descola, Jean Viking 
THE CONQUISTADORS $5.00 


Descola writes reflectively and methodically of the conquistadors and their acts 
and of the men who surrounded them. He seeks to weave the pattern of gold, gore and God 
and to record and surmise. Nothing of interest in early New World happenings is missed 
and though Descola might have included more of the influential factors in Old World back- 
ground, within self-imposed limits he is fully serviceable to the uninformed and impressive 
in imaginative reconstruction. Maps. (Full report on p. 833. 1/7. LC:56-10403) | 


Marshall, Alan World 
I CAN JUMP PUDDLES $3.50 





A polio victim from Australia tells the story of his childhood and, making no bid 
for sympathy, provides a testament to a courage that never admitted he was crippled. With 
little knowledge of the disease in the early 1900's, he was treated most primitively and 
then returned home to a father who preferred him to try things the heartbreaking way. 
Slowly, painfully, he won out over his environment until a scholarship gave him the chance 
to go from his bush country home to Melbourne to be an accountant. Despite the Australian 
dialect, this should have its appeal to Americans. (Full report on p. 860. 1/28) 
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du Maurier, Daphne Doubleday 
THE SCAPEGOAT $3.95 


* In her role as a spinner of tales, Daphne du Maurier has few equals, and 
this, which in any other hands would be a fantastically unbelievable yarn, holds the 
spellbound reader with a mounting conviction that so it might have been. There is 
more than usual of plot, intricate, many faceted, reaching back into a past that the 
reader discovers along with John, English professor of 16th century French history, 
single, bored with his lot - and thrust by a strange chance into another's life. 

There is less of atmosphere, though bit by bit you soak up the feel of the provincial 
French countryside, the rundown Chateau, not far from Le Mans, the village whose people 
work at the de Gue glass works. And the unbelievable situation she makes one believe?- 
That John encounters by chance, his alter ego, identical externally, Jean, Conte de 
Gue, wha is as eager to escape his role in life as is his English counterpart. But 
Jean is unscrupulous, cynically amused to bring it about. He drugs the Englishman, 
takes him to a shady hotel room, there divests him of every shred of proof of identity 
@ other than Conte de Gue, orders Gaston, the chauffeur, to collect him in Le Mans the 
next morning - and departs, to carry out his side of the masquerade. John, now Jean 
de Gue, is caught in the net. He finds himself saddled with a gross distortion of a 
mother, the ancient Comtesse, now brought low by drugs; with a wife, pregnant, ter- 
rified that she will not bear the son that will bring the Chateau and the works new 
‘life through an inheritance; with a nine year old daughter, who adores her father, 
and is fearful that a brother will displace her; with a sister, carrying a fifteen 
year grudge for the death of her fiance, charged as being a collaborator; with a 
brother, who inadequately carries the burden of the factory on unwilling shoulders; 
with a sister-in-law who is interested only in prolonging an affaire; and with a mis- 
tress in the village who can take it or leave it, as suits her lover's whim. How he 
meets the multiple problems, the gaffes he inevitably makes, the narrow margin by 
which he escapes detection, the changes he brings about in the intricate web of lives- 
to expound further along these lines would betray Miss du Maurier in the fascinating 
development of her theme. Flawless craftsman that she is, here is a story that finds 
her at peak performance. A sure best seller. (LC:57-5902) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


Janyéry 17 2 | 
Soubiran, Andre Putnam 


BEDLAM $450 3,95 | 


The Doctors and The Healing Oath won a wide and avid public both sides of 
the Atlantic. Bedlam strikes a different note, in mirroring the horrifying world of 
insanity. Jean Lacombe, who tells the story, won release from prison as temporarily 
deranged. After a brief time in the asylum for the criminally insane, he was not sure 

6 that he had chosen a preferable sentence. Here is that story- a story that spans a 
year and that plumbs the depths of man's despair. Somehow, despite the fears and 
horrors to which he was hourly exposed, he held to a thread of sanity and hope, while 
his loyal wife, Colette, kept him to his resolve of control. He sees the other inmates 
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in all their varying aspects of madness, their surface periods of sanity, their brutish 
acceptance of the inhuman degradation, their spiralling hope that they would be released- 
and the utter collapse when that hope is taken. One gets to see behind the facade of the 
wretched men who shared his imprisonment in Ward III. But as the story closes, there is 
a note of hope with the arrival of a new, young, progressive doctor as superintendent.... 
Soubiran has based his story on material given him by two actual people who went through 
the experience. One feels the authenticity, the shocking realism, the crude brutality in 
the men depicted. On a different plane, this has some of the morbid fascination of The 


Snake Pit. (LC:56-10247) 
January ?? 


Bedford, Sybille Simon & Schuster 
A LEGACY $3.50 


A tangle of families is the center for a child's narration of life in Germany in 
pre-World War I days. Julius Maria von Felden, of Baden, Catholic and privileged, evades 
parental and social traps until young Melanie Merz,whom he meets on the Riviera,with her 
equally privileged Jewish upbringing and relatives accept his outrageously decorative 
existence to countenance marriage. Melanie's death does not free him from the Merz invol- 
vements and there is still his family, always threatened by mentally unbalanced Johannes, 
now a captain in the Army, to try to ensnare him. There is too the English Caroline, whose 
passion is given to another, who is his second wife and the mother of the teller of this 
tale, and who, about to walk out on him, is sucked into the scandal of Johannes' death, - 
an event which is the means of unclosing the secret of an earlier, unpleasant tragedy- 
laden event. A history, often heard third-hand, seen through many eyes, this twists through 
protected households, twines around contrasting cultures, and decorates conflicts within 
and without a Prussian tempered era for an obliquely viewed portrait gallery of the times 
with a memory drenched but remote accent. Tangled - and tantalizing. (LC :57-5671 ) 


February 16 


Landon, Christopher Morrow-Sloane 
ICE COLD IN ALEX $3.% 
5 


A clipped, cleancut account of a desert crossing follows the German siege of 
Tobruk and the attempt made, in an ambulance, by three men and two women to reach Alexandria 
which offers safety, hot running water and ice cold beer. Captain Anson, who would have 
chosen action instead, and his machinist Pugh are delegated to escort Sister Norton, a 
nurse, and Diana Murdoch- and they are joined by the South African Captain Zimmerman whose 
secret, solitary activities betray him. The terrain which is heavily mined and shelled 
from above is at times impossible, impassable; Sister Norton, whose nerves have given way, 
is killed; and the ambulance, breaking down here and there, is another doubtful element in 
the journey which reaches its end but also offers a new beginning for Pugh and Diana.... 
A subdued but sustained adventure, Christopher Landon wrote Flag In The City (Macmillan) 
and the S.£.P. has put the popular seal of approval on this. (LC:57-5428) 


February 18 


Brophy, Brigid Knopf 
THE KING OF A RAINY COUNTRY $1.25-paper 


Neither as fanciful, nor as original, as in her first novel- Hackenfeller's 
Ape, Miss Brophy seems in this book to be attempting to follow in Iris Murdoch's footsteps 
rather than to stake out some territory for herself. On the day when Susan deliberately 
moves in to live platonically with Neale, she takes a job as secretary to a pornographic 
bookseller. While looking through some of the stock, she discovers a nude photograph of an 
old school friend and she decides, with Neale, to find Cynthia whom they hear is in Venice. 
They take jobs as guides to a group of American tourists, going from Nice to Venice, and it 
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is an appalling trip, aggravated by the conduct of the Americans. When they reach 
Venice, find Cynthia, and through her meet an attractive American opera singer, they 
both learn something about their own natures and about life....Miss Brophy is neither 
as able in her frenzied adventure scenes, nor as interesting in her philosophy as 
Miss Murdoch. She writes well, however, and is still a young writer to watch. (LC: 
57-5252) : 

February 18 


Burnett, W. R. Knopf 
UNDERDOG $3.50 


A clinical crimefile on Clinch -- who in his young lifetime has only one 
warm memory- of an old woman who'd given him a hot meal and an overcoat. Suspicious 
and self-contained, Clinchallows himself to be persuaded by Big Dan Moford, a poli- 
tical boss serving a short sentence, to use Dan's influence to secure Clinch's earlier 
release, and he leaves prison to take a job as Dan's chauffeur. And on the side, he 
has the dumb, trusting adoration of Lola, a youngster he picks up off the streets. 
Still not always sure of Dan, or Rhea- Dan's wife, it takes Dan's death- he is blown 
up in his car- to make Clinch realize the warm, generous impulses of the big man- 
while he himself is "just the pigeon", the perfect pigeon for the men who have killed 
Dan. Escaping the police prowl for a time, long enough to hold up a big gambling 
game and to kill Dan's murderer, second thoughts of Lola- and Rhea- detain him for a 
redeeming gesture which will make his getaway impossible..... Once again, a bleak, 
blunt and inevitable narrative of the underworld for that audience which is still at 
large. It may be chiefly rental. (LC:57-5648) 


Camus, Albert Knopf 
THE FALL $3.00 


An utterly fascinating book that might with half-truth be called a novel, 
or a monologue, or a character sketch, but which is largely a philosophical thesis, 
and inquiry- bristling with wit. "The Fall" is of course the fall of the angels, 
recorded satanically by Jean-Baptiste Clemence, a former Paris lawyer now following 
the self-invented vocation of judge- penitent in Amsterdam. He records his change 
from a most worthy defender of widows and orphans and other "noble" causes, and from 
a lover of the good things in life, to an associate of thieves, murderers and pan- 
derers in the dive where he now makes his headquarters, devoting himself to the con- 
version of others to his view of life. His progress is both fantastic and quite 
logical, both full of suspense and paradox. It does not constitute a novel, but 
rather a metaphysical search in a barely fictional form. It will have a purely 
intellectual appeal- its implications as well as its references and its analogies are 
recondite. But if in this case, Camus is the devil- his translator Justin O'Brien 
is a brilliant advocate. (LC:57-5652) 


Harris, Mark Knopf 
A TICKET FOR A SEAMSTITCH $3.00 


Further in the record book of the N. Y. Mammoths as penned by Henry “Author” 
Wiggen has much of the humor native to the earlier The Southpaw and Bang The Drum .« 
Slowly even if this is the most insubstantial installment to date. A fan letter from 
a seamstitch (a seamstress to us) in the west to Wiggen arouses the hopes of his 
roomie, Piney Woods, a Georgia boy easily given to wild dreams (naked girls on his 
motorcycle and a trip to the moon). The seamstitch materializes- overwhelmingly- 
for the July 4th doubleheader as Wiggen is attempting to break a Hall of Fame record. 
But she is left in the grandstand alone after the defeat which ends Wiggen's winning 
streak.... A real screwball pitch- and there should be more than one man to take it- 
right around your home plate. (LC:57-5649) 
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February 18 


O'Neill, Egan Messner 
THE ANGLOPHILE $3.95 @ 


A period story of considerably more substance and spirit than most feeds on 
the vested hatred of the Irish toward the British and concerns Dennis McDermott, known as 
an Anglophile but an active member of a subversive band. Sponsored by Lord and Lady 
Courtenay, Dennis is able to marry their wealthy protege- Anne, Anne who loves him although 
she knows her money has spurred his interest in her. Only the new Special Investigator, 
Sir Harry Quintain, opposes the marriage; his jealousy leads to suspicions of Dennis' other 
activities, and from the attack on his life by "night-runners" to the (stolen) family ring 
which Dennis wears, Sir Harry builds a circumstantial case. And Dennis is tormented by 
his unwilling but growing love for the English girl he has wed, until finally, after a 
secret sortie in which Dennis is wounded, Anne is allowed to prove her love and choose her 


allegiance.... Dashing. (LC:57-6257) 
rebruasyr 1 OP, 
‘ \ \ 


Loring, Emilie Little, Brown 
LOOK TO THE STARS $3.50 


Faith Randolph, after her parents' ugly marital debacle, runs away- to bring 
them together again- and takes the name of Maureen Tenny, who had worked for the Randolphs 
and is now suspect- along with her brother- after the theft of some securities. Architect 
Scott Pelham falls in love with her but assumes that she is Maureen whom he discovers to 
be the girl of his faithful retainer- Tink. While refusing to accept the increasing in- 
criminating evidence against her- Scott is ready to step aside- for Tink, until the fact 

Except for that unreconstructed 


rental audience, barely bearable. (LC:57-6441) 
February 20 ds @ 


Mortimer, Penelope Harcourt, Brace 
| THE BRIGHT PRISON 7.50 $315 


A second novel registers with expert exactitude a momentary and unexpected re- 
prieve in the lives of Antonia and Mark Painton who live in a shabby house on a London 
street with their four children, accepting their small domestic world of fixed demands 
and obligations. A series of events gives them a day of unnatural freedom- which Antonia 
spends with a new acquaintance, David, a film director, whose attraction to her is largely 
one of curiosity-- as a wife and mother she represents “instant destruction". Mark, after 
an awkward afternoon at Mme. Tussaud's waxworks where Charlotte, his favorite child, is 
taken sick, and he faces the strain of her emergency appendectomy, makes a casual encounter 
with a girl, picks an unnecessary fight in a bar, submits to a seduction- and before the 
day ends he returns to his appointed rounds with Antonia.... Penelope Mortimer writes with 
a warm care for little things, so that the clutter and dishevelment of a household with 
children, the constant agitation and encroachment, the lack of privacy, the dimming of 
youth- and the premonition of old age, all has a disquieting recognition. (Some will re- 
member A Villa in Summer.) (LC:57-5295) 


Murray, William | Harcourt, Brace 
BEST SELLER? |2 2 $3.95 

The means by which Max Daniels, a conscienceless character, progresses from 
anonymity to best sellerdom occasions a deliberately devastating and sometimes amusing view 
not only of Daniels and a few of his associates, but also of the peripheral world of 
publishing (agents, critics, etc.). Max, writing, or rather not writing, a novel on his @ 
unemployment insurance, cadging money here and there and blackmailing his brother for more, 
decides to give up his "serious" "honest" book and write a best seller. He knocks off an 
imitation and corruption of Poe in a few days which his oldest friend, at Pinnacle Books, 
rejects without reading. But an agent O'Sullivan takes it, finds it "disgustingly bad" but 
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with all the makings of a "stunning success", and launches it as the second coming of 
Spillane. His aim achieved, Max goes off to enjoy the girl his friend has lost..... 
An emphatic rather than subtle satire which has its moments of recognition. (LC:57-5297) 


February 20 


Barlow, James Harper 
ONE HALF OF THE WORLD $3.50 


A projection previews the year 1960, in which Britain is a thoroughly con- 
trolled police state. Trevor Baxter, of Internal Security, has never questioned his 
work but his qualms begin with his arrest of an associate who is tried as a traitor, 
and he becomes increasingly doubtful when he falls in love with young Gillian Small- 
wood, a librarian. Through Gillian he begins to worship God as well (this is forbid- 
den) and goes over to the other side. Woodly, an old enemy, is alerted to his acti- 
vities and is anxious to turn him in- and Trevor is forced to kill him. Hoping to 
escape with the Smallwoods- now that exposure is certain- Trevor gives up his seat 
on the plane to Portugal, returns to face his sentence strengthened by his new con- 
victions and his love for Gillian.... Mr. Barlow writes with a rather fervent naivete 
and a labored insistence which weakens both the argument and any possible action 
values this "suspense story" might have had. (LC:56-11097) 


February 25 


Arnothy, Christine Dutton 
GOD IS LATE $3.50 


A novel by the author of a wartime autobiography (J Am Fifteen And I 
Don't Want To Die 1956) interprets the postwar decay, that is economic as well as 
spiritual, in Budapest through the lives of the Tasnadys, who, in the fourth year of 
the new People's Republic, are doubtful of full acceptance by Security. Janos, con- 
ductor of an orchestra, angles for commissar Imre Torzs' approval, persuades his 
wife, Gaby, to be friendly with the man, and Gaby, seduced by the man and the idea 
of what he can guarantee, becomes a more than willing partner. In the country, Gaby's 
sister Anna and her husband Sandor are having their own troubles with encroaching 
governmental land seizures, with their daughters and with their own marriage. Visiting 
them, Gaby finds no escape. Janos' is allotted his own theatre and produces his own 
composition the performance of which rouses the audience to a pre-war demonstration, 
and marks them for deportation. Gaby's dreams of safety through Torzs collapse when 
they are taken to live at a farm with no hope of release. The corruption of commu- 
nist fanaticism and its effect on those of unheroic stature has a depressing atmos- 
phere which is a proper accompaniment to the subject, in a documentary way. If the 
situation in Hungary continues at white heat, this will have heightened interest. 


(LC :57-5319) 


Buckley, David Henry Holt 
PRIDE OF INNOCENCE $3.95 


A straightforward novel of the American army in Germany at the close of the 
war deals with the contamination and corruption of a boy- 18- as remembered with some 
guilt- some bitterness- by his friend, Ray Burton. One of the new "boy scouts", gentle, 
unworldly, and intensely idealistic, Allen Dunne remains an outsider at the billets 
for some time and he shies away from the accepted attitudes toward the black market, 
toward the German girls which are part of every GI ration. But as the weeks pass, 
Allen becomes involved with two girls- Ruth who attracts him, and the rather forlorn 
Gerda who loves him- and becomes pregnant. The abortion arranged illegally results 
not only in Gerda's death- but costs Allen his integrity- for which there is no repa- 
ration possible..... A small, personal tragedy on a larger front, handled with since- 
rity rather than subtlety. (Off limits for conservative libraries.) (LC:57-6185) 
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February 27 


Mulvihill, William P. Ballantine 
FIRE MISSION $3.50: paper $.35 6 


Alligator Able (the wartime code name of an American artillery battery ) is the 
means of realigning its men both as individuals and as a unit, when they are sent from 
Belgium, where they have become a lost cipher, to Germany. They are shaken down on the 
journey to their destination by casualties when they are strafed by a plane, when they 
hole up in winter weather and when, after taking their first objective, the Germans at- 
tack and break through. And after the Battle of the Bulge, they prove their worth in re- 
taking the town and moving on, without orders, to hold the key point - Zechenhausen which 
commands approaches to a network of dams. Over the river they get their first taste of 
victory just before they are called on to march again. Told through the stories of the 
men from the captain down to the newest replacement, this pictures war's horrors as well 
as its fulfillments in sharp shooting, rapid fire progression. Masculine. 


Cooper, William Lippincott 
DISQUIET AND PEACE ~ $3.50 


A formal, leisurely, perhaps more polite than passionate study of a marriage 
placed in the Edwardian era, and within the rather strict social frame of that period. 
Arnold Brown, a well-connected and capable young politician, marries Muriel with the fore- 
knowledge of her spells of melancholia which seem to worsen rather than improve after 
their marriage. Always paitent, solicitous and self-sacrificing, Arnold gives up an impor- 
tant post with the Prime Minister because of Muriel, then is willing for Muriel to go off 
with another man to break up an even more intense period of despondency. It is only after 
she has left him, that Arnold realizes that his excessively possessive love for Muriel has 
heightened her instability and this will make possible the resumption of their marriage on 
more equal, equable terms..... The glitter of an important, impressive society backgrounds © 
this quiet drama of a too-demanding devotion and it is handled with a cautious discretion- 

a quality which may not attract American readers. (LC:57-6238) 





February 28 


Bissell, Richard os Little, Brown 
SAY, DARLING a : $3.95 


‘ 

What happens when a writer's book is bought for a Broaiiway musical comedy makes 
up Jack Jordan's transcript of his journey from Indiana to the Big White Way which includes 
detours among the night spots, New Haven and Boston, and all the ramifications of show 
business. With his wife Frankie and the children on the side lines, Jack takes the big 
city in his stride, bats it back and forth with his producers, Snow and Crosby, the director, 
Hackett, the money raising, music and lyric making, casting and rehearsals, and all the 
crazy people. The high, high ups - and the low, low downs of a show's production takes in 
some breezy scenes which range from Jack's predeliction for the leading lady, Irene, to 
his temporary life in Connecticut, from promotion to scenery and costumes, from the gay 
whirl to an unChristmassy Christmas, from the boos of the sticks to the applause of a New 
York first night. An irreverent view of the stardust, this pins down the wackiness of it 
all in verbatim taping - from a writer who has seen it with The Pajama Game resulting 
from his book 74 Cents (1953). (LC:96-9071) 


February ?? 


Peyrefitte, Roger Criterion 
THE KEYS OF ST. PETER $4.50 


Controversy over this deliberately shocking book is sure to create a certain 





amount of interest. But religious controversy is not always healthy. Catholics- at least @ 
publicly- will decry the tongue in cheek, and at the same time scholarly, handling of 

matters theological, traditional, symbolic. The most successful figure in the story of a 

naive young seminarist, Victor Mas, assigned to a post in Rome, is his patron, Cardinal 
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Belloro, to whom little the Church has to offer remains sacred. The Pope is revealed 
as more human than saint; the basic tenets of Church polity, in particular perhaps, 

the matter of indulgences, is approached with a cynical and wicked humor. The Cardinal 
is irresistible, and Victor, under‘his tutelage, loses many of his illusions, and 

finds that he is still a man first, a priest second. The story bogs down too often 

in the minutiae of argument, as members of the Cardinal's household chart the pros- 
cribed course of thinking in meticulous detail only to have their pattern destroyed 

by a Quick-witted, oblique barb on the part of the Cardinal. Inevitably, Victor 

falls in love - in a most adolescent way. And the denouement is inevitable, as the 
apprenticeship nears its end. This has been, we are told, sensationally successful 

in France. I wonder whether the story, with its subtle and often brilliant undertones, 
will carry to a more staid American audience. I'm keeping fingers crossed. (LC:56-10194 ) 


February ?? 


Kenyon, F. W. Crowell 
MARY OF SCOTLAND $3 .95 


To her portrait gallery of women of history (The Emperor's Lady, Emma, 
Marie Antoinette) F. W. Kenyon has now added that ever glamorous figure, Mary Queen 
of Scots. She's a tempting figure, and her biographer has here made the most of her 
material, without departing unduly from authenticated facts. Hers is a story that 
needs no fictionizing, for everything is there:- the young widowed queen, the return 
to a childhood home and a bleak and unfriendly kingdom, the dangerous gift of fasci- 
nation, magnetism, that wins love, while alienating those whose jealousy is aroused, 
the years' long struggle for power against vastly stronger advocates, the violence, 
the romance, the adventure as imprisonment and escape challenge the imagination. 
Perhaps Charlotte Yonge, with Unknown to History, fired my interest long years ago; 
Helen Hayes' sympathetic portrayal fixed it in later years. Im any case, I found 
Mary of Scotland beguiling reading. (LC:57-5631) 


Dolson, Hildegarde Random House 
THE GROWING WONDER S$ 77 


A very tiny bone to fight over occupies the interests of illustrator Lolly 
Ellender, the man of her life, painter Joss Rindel, young, aggressive Jane Morgan - 
and the writer who tells the story of four year old Leo Demming, whose destiny to be 
an artist is not completely lost in the middle of adult complexities. Motherless, 
Leo is rejected by his father and Aunt, Jane but not ignored; he is adored and en- 
couraged by Lolly who tries to get Joss on Leo's side; he is almost extinguished when 
Joss becomes blinded by Jane's promotion of Joss' works and when his father remar- 
ries - but it is the wedding that reunites Joss with Lolly and saves Leo. Lolly, 
with her flea hopping mind, rides "her womanly intuition like a broomstick" while 
Jane exposes Leo to schooling for exceptional children and blocks all obstacles in 
her pursuit of Joss, and it is Lolly who is the lodestone for the little boy and Joss. 
A sounding board - of art, education, Village and New York life - echoes brisk, 
bright and bubbly chatterings. Feminine and fallible, but fun. (LC:57-5368) 


Munoz, Charles Random House 
THE STOWAWAY $ 2? 


A first novel has for a background a freight tramp steamer in its travels 
from a southern port through the Gulf of Mexico, and its captain and crew for the 
cast. Young Sparks, on his first ship and first voyage, roller coasters from joy to 
despair to humilliation and exultation; the purser uses his paper work as an excuse 
for proper organization; the second mate refuses to recognize either his age or his 
dependence on drink; the third, snug in isolation, is an irritating corrective; Sam, 
the colored messman, bitterly cherishes his determination not to be walked on. The 
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discovery of a nameless stowaway acts as a catalyst in averting an open clash until third 

is wounded in the killing of a shark and, in a tropical port, fire, destroying the ship 

and most of the lives, leaves a clean slate. Loneliness, self pity and the impotence of @ 
spirit are in contrast to the trial by ship and sea and have a negation, rather than the 
affirmation of youth. Expressive. (LC:57-5375) 


February 7? 


Nemerov, Howard Simon & Schuster 
THE HOMECOMING GAME $3.50 


For those who remember Federigo, Or, The Power of Love, this is an intellect- 
ually sportive diversion as the homecoming game, in a small college which has its first 
undefeated season in twelve years, leads also to a playoff of many other principles. Its 
leading player, Ray Blent, has failed the course of Professor Charles Asher and therefore 
been disqualified for the big game. Asher is asked to revise his decision, not only by 
@ group of students, but also by Ray's girl, Lily, by the Coach, and finally by the 
President. Asher learns- in slow stages- that Ray has failed another course, that of 
Leon Solomon, a Jew and a very noticeable one; and from Ray himself that he had taken 
money to throw the game, later regretted it, and that he had deliberately failed his 
exams. Knowing that he is not much more than a scab- to Solomon, a compromiser to the 
others, Asher reverses his stand, attempts to return the money Ray has accepted, tries to 
talk Solomon out of his "inexpensive martyrdom" which leads to a student riot, falls in 
love with the bitter- too bright Lily, and is the solvent in a situation in which more 
than a game goes by default..... A sere but clever exhibition of literary virtues- perhaps 


at the expense of other values. (LC:57-5679) 


HOT ROD, ON THE PROD, OFF THE SOD @ 


January 21 


van Vogt, A. E. Shasta 
EMPIRE OF THE ATOM $3.00 


The year is 12,000 A.D. with a culture which makes gods of Uranium, Plutonium, 
Radium and Ecks and has temple scientists to guard them. The birth of a mutant, Clane, 
to the ruling family is attended by a crisis and the child, allowed to live in seclusion 
develops into a supernormal. He is responsible for Martian and Venusian victories, 
salvages the empire after a barbarian invasion and is ready to protect the system against 
a possible attack from outer space. A fantasy of future frontiers. 


February 8 


Cameron, Owen Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRE TRAP $2.75 


* Deputy Jake Brown's search for a firebug, after two youngsters burn to death, 
widens to a murder charge and takes an increasingly painful, personal toll as his father, 
his brother and his oldest friend do not escape suspicion. And it is only after he goes 
to bring his father in, an old man who has never made his peace with Jake, that Jake is 
able to align the old wrongs with their late harvest of violence. Again the western small 
town setting and characters lend credibility to a grim, intensive inquiry. © 
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Brown, Fredric Dutton 
ROGUE IN SPACE $2.75 


The interplanetary itinerary of Crag (a rogue, in the biological sense, an 
"accidental variation") takes him on a mission to Mars to steal a disintegrator which 
can destroy all worlds- and he is forced to kill the megalomaniac behind the scheme. 
Attempting to find- but failing- an anodyne for the depraved corruption around him, he 
finally escapes to the raw, new planet Cragon which will offer a better life.... Ideas 
as well as activities create their ferment here- and it seethes. (LC:57-5347) 


Kendrick, Baynard Morrow 
RESERVATIONS FOR DEATH $2.95 


This suspense story returns Baynard Kendrick to his celebrated blind de- 
tective, Duncan Maclain. The solution of a mass murder through bombing a plane, and 
the subsequent ruthless elimination of any and’ all who might identify the murderer 
involve Maclain, the FBI, and the New York police in a complex process of identifica- 
tions, substantiations, wire tapping, tape recording et al. As usual the chief fas- 
cination lies in the uncanny skill portrayed by the blind man. But, unlike the earlier 
books, this shows Maclain as determined to cancel out blindness as a liability and to 
be recognized as an intelligence not a phenomenon. The police dog and the Seeing Eye 
dog are much in evidence, but as props rather than active factors. It is a holding 
yarn, with the lust for great wealth and great power motivating the chain of violence. 
Maclain, as always, takes undue risks, and comes out victor. (LC:57-5160) 


February 16 


Benson, Ben Morrow-Mill 
THE BLACK MIRROR $3.00 


The corruption of a small resort town, Belleview, under the influence of a 
racketeer Kossau and police officers Strale and Yorby who have gone bad, instigates 
an inquiry by Peter Bradford, of the Massachusetts State Police. Bradford's new 
feelings for Betty Strale, daughter of the man he is to bring in, complicates an 
otherwise clear case; and a local hurricane and flood disaster lends its fury to the 
finale.... Not as explosive as The Ninth Hour, but explicit. (LC:57-5847) 


February 18 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf a 
MURDER ON THEIR MINDS $2.77 97S 


Kent Murdock, picture chief of Boston's Courier, is with us again and latches 
onto important dollars tied tight in a family set up. Harriett Alderson rules her 
sons, their wives and the inheritances and proves a key point when Murdock, photogra- 
phing evidence a private detective has produced, holds some of the answers for the 
homicide department, wiretapes for the police and loosens the purse strings. Efficient. 


(LC :57-530h ) 
February 20 


Krasner, William Harper 
THE STAG PARTY $2.95 


Captain of Detectives, Sam Birge,(of Walk The Dark Streets, 1949) is con- 
fronted by a hush-hush from the insurance salesmen who attended the stag party in a 
hotel which ended in the death of a girl. His search for valid points on this “push 
or fall" case leads him into family lives, a pattern of previous deaths and personality 
projections that nets him his criminal. Unflaggingly - and unofficially - conscien- 
tious. (LC:56-11103) 
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February 21 


THE BIG FRAME $2.95 


* Personal preocupations versus impersonal police routine (which marked last year's 
The Case Of The Talking Bug) accentuates Jeff Baker's assignment to find the killer of a 
girl who is a link to Stocker's vicious investigations of industry. Stocker, whose methods 
are to wreck a business so a competitor can buy it up, makes a public smear of Jeff's 
wife's past, threatens dangerous retaliation and winds Jeff up to a maddened reprisal. 
Human interest plus. (LC:57-5787) 


The Gordons Doubleday ® 





February 25 


Gruber, Frank Rinehart 
LONESOME RIVER $3.00 


Tom Weber is driven from home by his father's drunken dissipation of their 
land and cattle fortune and, returning eleven years later, finds that the half section 
that has been deeded him is as much wanted as he, himself, is unwanted. He is crowded by 
Alderton, readying for the governorship and married to Lily whom Tom had loved; by 
scheming, ambitious Denver and his tool, Rawlings; by hired killer Partridge - and his gun 
goes to help Lily and the aroused farmers. Redoubtable. (LC:57-6012) 


February 26 


Frazee, Steve Macmillan 
HIGH CAGE $2.95 


A winter spent on a snowbound mountain top, mining the Copper Queen, exposes 
five men- and one woman- not only to the cold and the ill winds, but to the forbidden 
susceptibility all except one entertain towards Lenore Davidson, the wife of Frank. As 
the tormenting tension increases, it breaks- at the winter's end- with the death of one 
man, the suicide of another, and Leonore's repudiation by Rhodes- who tells the story. A 
variant, handled with a bare, bleak constraint. Good. (LC:57-5626) 


reorusrf% 3/7 


Gair, Malcolm Doubleday 
SAPPHIRES ON WEDNESDAY $2.95 





> 


Mark Raeburn, on his first job alone, undertakes to retrieve a sapphire neck- 
lace for a Mme. Palatino from her brother Milo- finds that he is the patsy in a murder- 
and heads on to Milan to discover a second victim. With Audie, a Palatino by marriage 
only, he is able to secure the evidence of a complex confidence scheme while death brings 
his opponents to justice.... A pseudonym here for a first in this field which travels 
fast- but runs a little wild. (LC:57-6304) 


Locke, Charles 0. Norton 
THE HELLBENT KID $3.00 


* ..-- heading for fairly certain, sudden death is Tot Lohman- just a youngster- 
riding south to catch up with his father- trailed by the Boyds, unforgiving after he had 
shot one of them in self-defense. He finds his father, strung from a tree, goes on alone 
to meet the Boyds, and forced to kill in cold blood - learns that he has an even more © 
implacable enemy to face- his conscience.... Shades of Shane and exceedingly effective. 


(LC :57-6556) 
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A SURE SUCCESS IN ITS FIELD 
~_ 


S} February 26-16 6 [? 


Michener, James A. & Random House 
Day, A. Grove RASCALS IN PARADISE $77 ped 
* Ten adventurers whose stage was the Pacific, and who played their parts over 
four hundred years (1595 to 1953) have been chosen by the authors as examples of men 
(and one woman) whose choice for a way of escape lay in the Pacific. Sometimes greed 
was behind their choice; sometimes a lust for power; sometimes the lure of the un- 
known, of adventure, of remoteness. There are pirates and buccaneers among them, ex- 
plorers, a writer, an artist, a politician, a whaleman obsessed with the idea of 
mutiny. They are Spanish, Chinese, French, English, Americans. They range from off 
the China coast to Peru, through the islands better known to us since the war than 
ever before (the Hawaiian Islands, the Marquesas, Samoa, Tahiti, the Solomons, For- 
mosa, etc. ) Most of the names are unknown to the average American reader- only 
Captain Bligh is a familiar figure- and he is drawn in quite different colors. Here 
is a book for very special tastes, but - combining as it does, research and scholar- 
ship (A. Grove Day was a professor at the University of Hawaii) with a gift for 
spinning a yarn and depicting character (Michener, journalist and novelist, needs 
no introduction)- those tastes will have a far reach. (LC: 57-5364) 


A Group for the Long View 


Little this time for quick, sure sales, but a number of titles that merit a badge of 
distinction and that- in the long haul~- should rank as substantial sellers:- Gilbert 
Highet's POETS IN A LANDSCAPE (Knopf); Elizabeth Spriggs’ GERTRUDE STEIN (Harper) ; 

© George Sheer and Hugh Rankin's REBELS AND REDCOATS: (World); Kendrick's THE LISBON 
EARTHQUAKE: (Lippindeott). See following pages for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


January 10 


Halsband, Robert Oxford 
THE LIFE OF LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU $7 .00 


A new biography of a fascinating 18th figure is also based on new material- 
so that many of the unknowns- particularly the enigma of Lady Mary's long expatria- 
tion in Italy- are filled in for the first time. A woman of great energy and indivi- 
duality,.a propagandist for inoculation against the disease she always feared which 
later was to mar her beauty, a patroness of writers of greater and lesser abilities, 
and an effortless conversational and literary talent in her own right, Lady Mary's 
full and many-faceted life has attracted other biographers, most recently (1949) 
Lewis Gibbs whose Admirable Lady Mary is both less exact and less exhaustive than 
Mr. Halsband's. Over and above her accomplishments, there are many romantic phases 
in her life; her elopement with Wortley, a rather dour figure who proved -to be an 
unresponsive husband; her years with him at the Turkish Embassy; her friendship with 
Pope which, when withdrawn, ended in the scandal of his vicious vilification; and 
finally at fifty, her attraction to the faithless Italian, Algarotti, which prompted 
her exile abroad for the last years which brought not only no fulfillment, but also 
ill health, her son's follies and failures, until she dragged her "ragged remnant of 

6 life" back to England.... Carefully detailed and documented, this is a substantial 
rather than spirited portrait, and the price may mitigate against its accessibility 
to a general audience. 
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January 14 


Hacker, Louis M. McGraw-Hill 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON Jn The American Tradition hay $00 © 


To scale Hamilton to his proper stature in the national heritage, Hacker rightly 
applies a double yardstick. One yardstick is abstract in the extreme sense- for it re- 
veals Hamilton as an embodiment of the conservative ideal, the complement to Jeffersonian 
progressivism. Hamilton, in his respect, stands for the integrity of government, self- 
sufficiency as a nation, subservience of the individual will (within the framework of 
laissez-faire freedom) to the total welfare of the state. Hamilton is similarly the mate- 
rialist, the politician whose morals rest upon issues rather than philosophic ideals. The 
second yardstick is economic. Hacker, with abundant documentation from his subject's own 
writings, has sought to delineate the fiscal thinking and policy-making of Hamilton down 
to the last detail. Surely the economist, both amateur and professional, will find the 
book most rewarding. The historian will glean little, and as a biography the book assumes 
early that nothing much can be finally known about Hamilton- and this assumption is then 
fully borne out.... A book for a more thoughtful market beyond the general reader. 





January 15 


Korbonski, Stefan Macmillan 
FIGHTING WARSAW $6.75 


As one reads these memoirs of Korbonski, (39-45) active in the Polish Underground 
and its chief until he was captured during the Russian occupation, one comes to see the 
organization as a truly remarkable one, efficient, far reaching and, many have claimed, 
the largest of its kind to operate in Europe. In reality it was the Polish state gone 
underground not only to carry on resistance against the Germans but the business of govern- 
ment as well. Writing of the many phases of their six year long activity Korbonski ef- @ 
fects a balance of warm human interest and sharp political comment. His conversationally 
styled narrative shifts from direct and vivid observations of personalities and moving 
incidents to the reflective analyses of their actions, making it quite plain that the years 
were hectic and tragic. Everyone was constantly on the move. Korbonski worked closely 
with his wife and they had to change residences frequently. He notes the new personal 
skills individuals had to develop in fighting opposition forces, skills that enabled a 
group of youths to act as fine radio operators, that concealed the fact that one of the 
biggest underground radio stations was in England rather than Poland, and that allowed 
Korbonski and his men to set up a working judiciary system to deal with their own criminals 
and traitors. Though he could not have the satisfaction of seeing his work bear the de- 
served fruit in "liberation", Korbonski has presented a valuable new testament to the 
spirit of freedom that always seems to flicker even in the most smothering bed of ashes. 


January 22 


Brant, Stefan Praeger 
THE EAST GERMAN RISING $3.95 


As an analysis of the East German uprising in June 1953, shortly after the death 
of Stalin and the remarkable change of policy on the part of the Soviet administration in 
East Germany, this indicates its reasons for failure, but in so doing points to the fact 
that totalitarianism will never be let to rest in peace and must inevitably have its down- 
fall. First chapters deal with the background of the split in Germany caused by the 
Russians and the pattern of life those living in the Eastern sector underwent from 1945 to 
1953- This pattern includes the familiar Communist set-up of party officials and secret 
police, the Plans for industrial and agricultural improvement and their generally stulti- 
fying effect on human life.. But that this effect was not enough to wipe out "x", the will @ 
to fight an oppressor, became apparent after Stalin's death. Though some of the reforms 
introduced seemed liberal, a group of industrial workers in Berlin objected violently to a 
cutback in wages and the rioting began. Brant traces its course in Berlin, its spread to the 
outlying towns and cities, its failure as a movement that could only have succeeded if better 
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cohesion and planning on a city-wide scale has been possible. Calling to the Western 
Powers to maintain their strength, Brant feels sure that against this sort of back- 
ground East Germany will eventually find its freedom too. Not a definitive political 
book but a cogent analysis of one of the many incidents which, if only by indirection, 
indicate the weakness of the Soviet system. But here is a feather in the wind, the 
first indication of a break in the satellite ring. 


January 23 


Nirkin, Stanford Ives Washburn 
WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? $4.95 


"An almanac of yesterdays" is a record book day by day through the years- 
from Paul Revere's birthday on January lst back in 1735. There are about fifteen in- 
clusions for each day; birth and death dates predominate, but there are important and 
less important events from the worlds of education, science, music, sports, entertain- 
ment, etc.- even a fashion note or two. History and politics are in the majority- 
chiefly American- though some international figures and incidents are included, along 
with some unnecessary miscellaneana (a juke box playing Pistol Packing Mama). It is 
difficult to judge just how selective or inclusive a compendium such as this is- or 
how useful? (LC: 57-6604) 


January 28 


Bates, Marston & Scribner 
Humphrey, Philip- fds. THE DARWIN READER $6.75 


Report repeated from the August 15th bulletin, when scheduled for fall pub- 
lication, as follows: "These selected passages embrace parts of Darwin's autobiogra- 
phical sketch, some stops on the Beagle itinerary, longer extracts from his major 
works, and a few delightful observations from his papers. The elusive mind of Darwin, 
whose exploration and evolution has enjoyed a growing literary vogue, is unfortunately 
presented in its own dry, reserved language and without any editorial guidance. Nor 
is there any attempt to clarify Darwin's findings and put them in a more contemporary 
context. A final criticism (if one is needed) is that the individual selections, 
though intelligently chosen, are not well enough tied together textually and the brief 
introductory passages are inadequate. Despite its shortcomings, those unacquainted 
with Darwin are apt to welcome the book as a happy middle ground between second-hand 
expositions and the grueling thoroughness of the original works. Illustrated. 

(LC: 56-10201)" 
January 29 


Petrov, Vladimir & Evdokia Praeger 
EMPIRE OF FEAR $5.00 


While the escape of the Petrovs from the grip of the “empire of fear" that is 
Soviet Russia today lacked some of the mystery of the Burgess-Maclean drama, it too was 
a signal achievement, the end of which may not yet be told. This is a joint autobio- 
graphy, and stems back to two childhoods, two periods of youth under Soviet tutelage, 
and a linking of careers in NKVD. Oddly enough, at no point does the reader feel either 
their complete acceptance of the Soviet philosophy, or- with escape to the asylum of 
Australia- of a philosophy in opposition. The first was a matter of knowing nothing 
else, growing up in it, following the pattern laid down, and doing a competent job... 
The second was escape from fear, from conviction that the future held nothing, from 
disillusion rather than to conviction. For the greater part of their service to their 
state, the Petrovs were lucky. They were neither early Bolshevists and therefore sus- 
pect, nor did they wield enough power to be objects of envy. Mr. Petrov filled a post 
in what was then OGPU; was transferred to Sweden in a Security assignment, the object 
in part to act as a listening post within the Embassy; then he came back to Moscow- 
and- as the plot reached its climax, became third secretary of the Soviet Embassy in 
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Canberra and head of the Soviet espionage organization. Only then did he come under the 
criticism of the chief- the Ambassador; only then did he feel- for himself- the touch of 
the fear he had often used as a weapon. His wife filled key secretarial posts in each 
place of his assignment. They both were on the periphery during successive purges - in 
Moscow, in Singkiang Province; both knew too much to have survived once the ax fell. This 
is an authentic inside story of what makes Communists act as they do. 


January ?? 


Nicoll, Allardyce Cambridge University Press 
THE ELIZABETHANS $5.00 


A large collection of exerpts from contemporary sources and of paintings and 
drawings from the period has been arranged in categories by the author to indicate and de- 
fine the different aspects of the Elizabethan world. There is a brief essay introducing 
each of the chapters and after an introductory word on the extreme contrasts in thought 
and action that marked the age, the material goes on to cover the following topics: Queen 
Elizabeth, the spiritual attitude of man towards himself and the universe, the people in 
general, law, the church, London and the countryside, the plague, marriage and the home, 
education, science, art, and the armed forces. A cut and dried survey that pigeon-holes 
information but that can serve as a good introduction through its many notes on the rich 
variety of source material which comprises the main body of the text. Illustrated with 
many monochrome reproductions of paintings, drawings, Elizabethan artifacts and so forth. 


February 15 


Oser, Jacob Abelard -Schuman 
MUST MEN STARVE $4.50 


The perpetual Malthusian dispute is settled this time with ringing optimism- 
although the current vogue is toward the dire conclusion of utter world hunger by the end 
of the 20th century. With some convincing statistics, Professor Oser demonstrates that 
capitalist exploitation remains a major cause for the lack of food supplies; huge corpo- 


rations have found it fantastically profitable to maintain abject want. Beyond this, there 
are many scarcely imagined potentialities for the prevention of hunger. Fish can be raised 
inland to create a vitamin paradise. Desert lands are increasingly tillable and the jungles 


can now be penetrated. Coal dust and other agents have opened the far north to farming 
and ever longer growing seasons. Algae from the sea can be utilized. Photosynthesis has 
been achieved in the laboratory and outside the living cell. Professor Oser also refers 
to contraception and the natural tendency for population in urban areas to decline... It's 


Rebuffat, Gaston Dutton 
STARLIGHT AND STORM $4 .00 


Sir John Hunt introduces Gaston Rebuffat (one of the four to return from Anna- 
purna ) and his book, which is briefly a discussion of the technique of mountain climbing, 
at greater length an account of various climbs he has made. All of it however is pervaded 
by the mystique- and the challenge- of the mountains- the world of "wind and wide spaces, 
starlight and storm” which has its special fascination. The individual climbs were made 
up the north face of the Grandes Jorasses ( a satellite of Mont Blanc), of the Central 
Spur, of the Matterhorn (the ideal peak), in the Dolomites and the Engadine, and finally 
of the Eiger- where an endless night was spent on a ledge as snow- and avalanches- fell.... 
Rebuffat writes with the elation- and much of the eloquence- this special pursuit holds, 
and while this is - by comparison- a minor memoir- there will be an audience of devotees 
to follow his footsteps. (LC:56-8303) 





a sober, cogent analysis and a helpful corrective against the Cassandra chorus. (LC:57-5150) 
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February 18 


Cronyn, George W. Dutton 
A PRIMER ON COMMUNISM $2.50 


These 200 questions and answers have been subdivided into chapters on special 
topics to serve as a guide to Communism in a book the general reader can use for ready, 
easy information. Subjects include the nature of Communism, Communism as a government 
system, labor relationships, ownership, equality, the law, religion, production, family 
life and so forth. While the material is geared to an explanation of the system as it 
works in Russia, satellites and other Communist countries come in for examination too, 
as do Communist tactics the world over. Because the book is meant as a brief contem- 
porary guide, perhaps it is wrong to criticize the lack of historical reference, but 
without it, the answers tend in the long run to build up fear and resentment that are 
out of balance with the hard-headed realism necessary to understand and deal with Com- 
munism successfully. But as far as it goes the information is readable and reliable. 


(LC: 57-6291) 


Hewes, Laurence Knopf 
BOXCAR IN THE SAND $4.75 


A personal history takes in a lot of the United States, much about its land 
and a great deal about its people. For the author, who had known east and west coast 
living, who had gone through many jobs after college, found his personal crash coin- 
ciding with that of 1929,and a chance to work for the Federal Land Bank opened a new 
career for him. The problems of reconstruction and the restoration of vitality to rural 
life were a challenge; the New Deal revolutionized their handling. With Tugwell in 
Washington in the Resettlement Administration he learned more of land use, inadequate 
credit, bad management and poor tenure arrangements. He learned too about relations 
with Congress and later as director of Region #9, on the west coast, he had to battle 
the migrant worker issue. Then the war brought the evacuation of the Japanese and the 
efforts to protect their interests while their property was taken away aroused criti- 
cism and anger; next came the project to import Mexican labor; then work with the Rosen- 
wald Fund on race relations relating to the Negro; and, after work with McArthur in 
Japan on land reform, he has settled in the Denver branch,Bureau of Reclamation. Here 
is a growing awareness of natural resources, their use and abuse and their relation to 
human beings; here a sense of the splendor and the shame of our country and a deep feel- 
ing for what has been, what is being, and what must be done. And good reading in its 
field. (LC: 57-5650) 


Highet, Gilbert ¥ Knopf 
POETS IN A LANDSCAPE 3//% $6.50 


This charming volume is the record of a passionate pilgrimage to the native 
lend and cities of seven classical Roman poets. Gilbert Highet, well known as a class- 
ical professor at Columbia, popular lecturer and author of The Classical Tradition, 
has here produced a labor of love. He has given us brief but sparkling lives of 
Catullus, Vergil, Propertius, Tibullus, Horace, Ovid and Juvenal; he has included fine 
translations of some of their most significant poems, and he has placed the whole in 
an intimate setting of their native backgrounds, their homes and villages, which he has 
apparently visited recently with deep reverence and keen interest. The result- these 
poets live for today's readers as never before. The part devoted to Catullus is es- 
pecially fine for Highet seems to make his tragic life drama singularly vivid. Almost 
as revealing is the section on Vergil. We see the very landscape from which the 
Georgics derived their inspiration and we read the lines describing this ancient agra- 
rian life with new zest. Equally vivid are the accounts of Ovid and Horace. This is 
scholarship in its most democratic form. If anything can revive and spark an inter- 
est in the humanities in this country it will be a book like this, scholarly and yet 
popular in form and content. This may well succeed where perhaps more profound criti- 
cism might fail. Highet's radio audience may well provide a market for the classics 
and humanities, while the Great Books’ groups should widen his field. (LC: 56-5789) 
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February 18 314 


Ford, Alice B.- Ed. Macmillan 
BIRD BIOGRAPHIES OF JOHN JAMES AUDUBON $8.50 © 


A great many people who consider themselves thoroughly familiar with the works 
of John James Audubon, will be astonished to discover that his “bird biographies"-the text 
which accompanied the Folio Birds of America-have been virtually inaccessible. Published 
in 1839 as the Ornithological Biography, subsequently revised and re-issued in the Octavo 
edition, it has not been reprinted since 1870. I found it utterly fascinating reading, - 
lively, personal, colorful. There is a sense of participation in Audubon's experiences 
in observing the birds, a sharing of his observation of the birds in flight, of their 
nesting and breeding habits, of the locales where they were found. From Labrador to 
Louisiana, from the decks of boats, and carefully concealed shelters in woods, on shores 
of ponds and streams, these first hand notes were taken. The final texts, drawn from 
these jottings in ledgers and journals, edited and reworked by collaborators- naturalists, 
writers, scientists- make highly personal, warm, zestful and informative texts. Miss 
Ford, who edited Audubon's Animals, has done her readers- and many who are keenly interest- 
ed in ornithology generally, great service. The text will be illustrated with 12 full- 
color plates, not hitherto reproduced. 


February 19 


Brookes, Ewart Dutton 
RESCUE TUG $3.50 


Deep sea towage, salvage and rescue tales from England are centered around the 
full length picture of the 1951 story of the attempt of the Turmoil to save the American 
freighter Flying Enterprise whose captain Kurt Carlsen captured public interest in his 
determination to stay with his ship. From the origins of towing and Dutch supremacy in 
the field, on to modern day ships and their equipment and abilities, this spreads its 
many stories through all sorts of dirty weather, all kinds of disasters and types of towing 
and rescue, and describes the complex laws that are involved. It tallies the mileage the 
tugs have covered, the specialized kinds of jobs they do, the seamanship that is required 
and the delicate art of maneuvering around a vessel in distress. Its main tale of the 
Turmoil and Flying Enterprise gets full treatment with all stops out. Flattering recog- 
nition of robust seagoers, this provides an elegant sufficiency of salty adventuring. 8 
pages of photographs, 2 maps. (LC:57-5332) 





February 20 


Boyd, T. A. Dutton 
PROFESSIONAL AMATEUR $4.00 


The life of Charles F. Kettering is a phenomenon of American industry and in- 
ventive genius which is palpable enough in everyone's daily experience. It helps keep 
the refrigerator cold, automatically starts the car and provides a more powerful engine, 
keeps locomotives and other vehicles running with Diesel motors, maintains laboratory re- 
search in cancer and photosynthesis, and at various times has modernized cash registers 
and improved telephone transmission. The man who has pioneered or promoted in these 
fields is characteristically active. A retired septuagenarian, one gets the impression 
that even now he only sleeps as an experiment to improve mattresses. Psychologically, 
the biography contents itself with the observations that Kettering is courageous, bril- 
liant, absent-minded, mechanically inclined to an unusual degree, sober, diligent, 
concerned with public welfare, a good family man and a lover of cats, and always ready to 
tinker with any machine in creation. A liberal sampling of Kettering wisdom, whatever it 
lacks philosophically, is quoted and it is undoubtedly wholesome.... For the popular science 
field, a career to interest men and boys. Photographs. (LC:57-5336) 
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February 20 


Buchwald, Art Harper 
THE BRAVE COWARD $3.75 


The New York Herald Tribune's bad boy columnist offers more of his memoirs 
in the form of sketches which tend to corroborate the title of his book. In Africa, 
where he goes much against his will to prove himself as a writer, Buchwald reluctantly 
bags his first game. At a ski resort, he advises against flirting with the girls lest 
one end up by paying for their lessons too. Finnish suanas, or hot baths, come in for 
examination as a way of life not without its fascinations. In Texas they sell uranium 
cufflinks for $38.50 a pair. Going his merry way Buchwald takes seriously whatever 
there is to be made fun of, makes light of the ponderous, and among the forest of 
turned over tables and upset carts- there is the recurrent glimmer of the nonchalant 
way in which he comes to grips with these weighty problems. For his readers and for 
the audience who wants a look at international living in a fun house mirror. (LC:56-12225) 


Ormerod, Leonard Harper 
THE CURVING SHORE $5.00 


The 4000 mile sweep of the Gulf Coast, from the Rio Grande to Key West, is 
replete with local and historical lore, and from the oak tree under which De Soto sup- 
posedly once traded with the Indians to the thoroughbred horses now raised on the King 
Ranch, Mr. Ormerod has filled this tidbit cornucopia. Appropriately, he writes kan- 
garoo-fashion, hopping from the exploits of the buccaneer Jean Lafitte to the capital- 
ist stranglehold on the growth of modern Galveston, from the naval air station at 
Sarasota to the physician who invented artifical respiration to ease malaria patients, 
from the harbor explosion which wrecked Texas City to the raising of sugar and rice. 
If any semblance of order and coherence definitely does emerge, it is due to Mr. Orme- 
rod's intense pride and love for the vast area. Offbeat Americana, which others- par- 
ticularly in this part of the world- will want to share with pride. (LC: 56-11081) 


Spriggs, Elizabeth ’ Harper 
GERTRUDE STEIN: Her Life and Work $5.00 


The first full scale biography of Gertrude Stein and the author has striven 
valiantly to compass the mountainous writings, the peaks and declivities of her person- 
ality. Gertrude Stein was born near Pittsburgh of Jewish-German parents; she spent 
most of her childhood in California, her school years in Baltimore, her advanced stu- 
dent years at Harvard, at the feet of William James, and at Johns Hopkins, where she 
failed her orals in medicine. Then came the move to Paris, with her brother Leo, there 
to become the patronness of artists- Cezanne, Matisse, Picasso, Braque and others. Her 
home was their mecca and that of literary figures from 1900 to 1938. A break with Leo 
was followed by the ‘friendship with Alice B. Toklas, who cared for her to her death. 
From childhood Gertrude Stein craved glory - through friendships- through the work of 
others- then through her own writings. At the beginning she turned out original, sym- 
pathetic, readable prose:- Three Lives is perhaps still her best work. Influenced then 
by Picasso and the cubists, she developed some theory of applying rules of cubism to 
words - the result a repetitious density that made reading almost impossible. The 
Dadaists, too, claimed her sympathy, her sense of fun and the comic; it is difficult 
to know whether she is spoofing her public or not. A large, magnetic, commanding per- 
sonality, Gertrude Stein was a major influence on such writers as Sherwood Anderson, 
Hemingway, Van Vechten and others. The role of jester which she played so roisteringly 
was, Miss Spriggs feels, a facade for a sensitive, frustrated nature. She was fre- 
quently aloof, egocentric, hypersensitive. But she was greater as a personality than 
as a writer. The biography is a brilliant one. Where it fails it is because its sub- 
ject fails. The book is a significant achievement in American biography. (LC: 56-12229 ) 
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February 20 


Byron, Gilbert (A.M.P.) Little, Brown @ 
THE LORD'S OYSTERS $4 00 
ro) 





A regional piece- the setting the Maryland shore- for a nostalgic portrait of 
what reads like a dismal childhood that- for this reader- has little to recommend it. One 
can dimly, very dimly, see shades of Mark Twain, Sherwood Anderson, even Virginia Woolf 
in the substance and manner. There's doubtful humor in the episode of the vicious little 
dog that finally meets justice under a calliope; in an inadvertent knocking down of a 
drawbridge of which the narrator's father was the keeper; in a dirty rhyme which the child 
repeats without figuring it out. The boy learns his ABC's from a young Negro girl who 
builds sandcastles with him until she settles down- sans marriage lines- with a boatman, 
and Mama in a fit of high moral fervor sacks her. Mama, all in all, is a tough customer, 
always foreseeing the boy in trouble at school, or about to die on a fishing or camping 
expedition. The father is lazier but more ingratiating; he even thinks the aforesaid 
dirty rhyme is howlingly funny. A pretty teacher makes a brief appearance, and a dazzling 
circus lady gives the lad some sound advice on listening to his parents. That about sums 


it up. (LC:57-6442) 
February 21 


Caen, Herb Doubleday 
HERB CAEN'S GUIDE TO SAN FRANCISCO $2.95 


Herb Caen could qualify as Mr. San Francisco ("never call it Frisco") and to 
those of us who have had loving and expert conducted tours of San Francisco, he offers a 
wonderful refresher course. Nothing one remembers with nostalgia is omitted - except that 
tintilation afforded by the first view of San Francisco when one's sleeper deposited one 
in Oakland, and the Ferry was the only approach. Now in the days of arrival by plane, that _ 
particular thrill is no more. But to the newcomer with San Francisco still ahead of him, 
Herb Caen provides an extraordinarily successful, practical and inspired first hand con- 
ducted tour. All the necessary facts as to hotels, restaurants, things to see and do are 
charted, alphabetically, and the connecting links provide the background, history, biogra- 
phy- in very small installments. We hope there will also be a Bibliography, for reading 
about San Francisco is a Must after you've been there. Illustrated with drawings by 
Thollandes. (LC:57-5783) 


Farson, Negley Doubleday 
A MIRROR FOR NARCISSUS $3.95 


This picks up the threads of The Way of a Transgressor and once again the in- 
mense vitality and magnetism of the narrator overrides the abysses into which his path 
leads. One might call this a fifteen year "lost weekend", for the theme of alcohol courses 
its way through the whole of those years. Bouts - blackouts- hangovers- one gets a bit 
saturated and disgusted. Then suddenly the magic of a pen that always spin a yarn picks 
gone up again. Negley Farson lost successive jobs; tried successive cures; always seemed 
to be at strategic spots to get yet another story. The eternal journalist operated through 
the bouts and the blackouts and the hangovers. Sometimes the stories suffered; sometimes 
he let his audiences down; usually he came through. The life story picks up in the mountains 
of Slovenia. The success of The Way of a Transgressor took him back to the heady wine of 
his native United States. A journey south recalled dream days in Tidewater Maryland and 
Virginia; he encountered time turned back on itself in the Carolinas and Georgia - and he'd 
had enough. England called - then Norway - then once again Slovenia. But the magic had 
departed. Could he find it in South America? Back again, a book to be written- so he 
sought a clinic in Bavaria, and the one doctor he respected. Next it was Africa- and to @ 
those who read Behind God's~- Back, this is one of the most revealing parts of the book. 
Africa's problem he faced forthrightly. He went back to Russia to assess again the other 
great problem of the modern world, and escape from there- with the war on- was a tricky 
thing. As the story nears its close, a house by the sea in Devon, with Eve, his wife (a 
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stalwart soul, Eve) offered a chance to prove that commonsense was the answer to his 
problem, that escape from himself could not be found, - in Bavaria, in Switzerland, 
in New York.... This is an honest book of self exploration. It has its high moments 
and its low. It too could be called The Way of a Transgressor. (LC: 57-5785) 


February 21 3 7 


McCracken, Harold Doubleday 
HUNTERS OF THE STORMY SEA $4.50 


The Russian conquest of Alaska and the islands of the far Northwest commenced 
in the 1700's and declined gradually due to corruption among the conquistadors and the 
competition from England and America. The path of empire, astonishingly enough, fol- 
lowed the reefs and kelp patches where the sea otter then flourished. An estimated 
750,000 pelts of this animal- which today is almost extinct- brought immense wealth 
to Russia. Pirates, Siberian convicts, scientists, adventurers, led by Bering, Sheli- 
kov and Baranov, swarmed and perished among the savage seas and savage tribes. Backed 
by private investors and imperial dole, the Russian conquistadors lived up to the 
traditions of the Spaniard. They murdered, raped and enslaved the natives. Those 
who could not be overpowered were tricked, and where guile failed, religion was brought 
to bear. But the victims soon took an equal toll of the invaders and learned how to 
surround, starve and burn him out.... This period of frontier life has been neglected, 
and therefore Mr. McCracken's rough, resounding and free-ringing account will be 
doubly welcome. (LC: 57-5790) 


Thomas, Lowell, Sr. _ . Doubleday 
HISTORY AS YOU HEARD IT $4.95 


Roughly two to seven line excerpts from Lowell Thomas' radio broadcasts over 
the past twenty five years- 1930-1955- provides a popular panorama of news-breaking, 
history-making events, colloquial in tone and occasionally personalized by a phrase. 
Most of the material concentrates on the international, military or political fronts 
during these decades- but there are notations on an occasional personality or accom- 
plishment, on the big crimes (the Lindbergh case, the Hiss case), the big achieve- 
ments (the polio vaccine, etc.).... All in all, it offers a calendar condensation 
of these years- or of a shortcut to history, largely for his devotees. (LC:56-5523) 


Jackson, J. Hampden Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WORLD IN THE POSTWAR DECADE $3.00 


Report repeated from the October lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall pub- 
lication, as follows: "In reviewing world history during the period 1945-1955, Mr 
Jackson has actually confined himself to two themes: the conflict between Russia and 
America; and the rise of 'depressed' countries from foreign or rather the white man's 
influence. Themes such as the birth of the atomic age are scanted or skipped. This, 
in other words, is the history that filled the front pages and signified the shifts 
of political and economic strength. From Yalta on, how were the lands of Europe and 
Asia divided by the victors, how were the peoples of these lands manipulated for 
political ends, and their governments contrived? What were the internal as well as 
external forces determining policy on each side of the Iron Curtain and who, as in- 
dividuals, shaped this policy? The review is large-handed, quick to supply evidence 
to support its views- but the result is highly believable. Above all, the book en- 
ables the reader to see events and decisions from a perhaps limited standpoint but 
it serves as an orientation on foreign affairs for the general reader. (LC: 56-11618)” 
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February 25 


Scheer, George F. and 
Rankin, Hugh F.- Eds. World 
REBELS AND REDCOATS $7.50 


* From all books of soldiery and citizenry, from both men and women, from English 
and patriot, the editors have collected and masterfully joined together a record of what 
the participants themselves saw, felt and thought during the Revolution. The sources, 
often semi-literate, include “letters, diaries, journals and reports". Unknown or unpu- 
blished documents have been scanted in favor of those which most fully and continuously 
trace the military action and the inner reaction in the period from Lexington until Wash- 
ington officially resigned. The editors are inclined to be self-effacing about their text 
but it not only unites the scattered quotations and forges them into meaningful shape, it 
also is as forceful and direct as everything it connects. It so perfectly blends with 
and amplifies the material as to make the entire narrative of the War uniform and sustained. 
One is never outside the War ready for the next snatch of reminiscence but always immersed 
in wheat is going on. In their striving for immediacy the editors have also given credibi- 
lity to the persons and events involved, catching the tears of a general, the humiliation 
of an aide when he mistook red petticoats for the enemy, the folly, the slipshod egotism, 
ribaldry, and cowardice of any great human endeavor. This is splendid and compelling in 
its honesty and unmistakable humanity and reality. Maps. (LC:56-9263) 












February 27 





Kendrick, T. D. Lippincott 


THE LISBON EARTHQUAKE / $4.00 


* Though not destined for popular appeal, this is an excellent piece of historical 
journalism that combines the author's talents as a scholar and reporter with a mind capable 
of ranging over a century of social history and pinpointing certain very pertinent aspects 6 
of it through the results of a single catastrophic event. The theological, scientific and 
philosophic tempers of the 18th century become apparent in the author's account of the 
Lisbon earthquake of 1755 and its meaning for the western world. Despite its rationalism 
and optimism the 18th was a century still ridden with the irrational fear of God. Kendrick 
points this up in his first chapters by reference to minor quakes in England and the mental 
rather than physical havoc they wrought upon the people, largely through the mouths of the 
clergy who saw the church endangered by philosophy and natural religion and who took the 
quakes as an opportunity to entrench their position. The material on Lisbon itself takes 
a different tack. It is graphic, exciting reportage, immediate enough to carry the reader 
to the terrible, minutes long temblors and to range the striken city as ruin came to all 
kinds of people- priests and nuns, the aristocracy, the fisherman on the river. Passing 
to the results of this, the greatest of earthquakes in a quake conscious century, the 
writer plumbs attitudes and actions in the various European countries- the curious airing 
in Spain of the views of a priest and an electrician, the fiery condemnations of London 
clergy against the sins of the Portuguese, the literary attack by Voltaire and Rousseau 
against the optimism patent in the works of Pope. Clear on into the 19th century, when 
the disaster was all but forgotten, goes the tracing of an event and an age which it so 
aptly helped to define. Rich reading for the intellectual in any field. Out of the ordi- 
nary. (LC:57-6239) 


Stephen, David eS 
SIX POINTER BUCK $3.50 


This chances to be my first reading of David Stephen, whose nature writing- if 
it measures up to Six Pointer Buck~ is unique today. Perhaps this is his first American 
appearance? One feels that in this biography of a roebuck, he has come as close to making ® 
himself one with the buck - from his frightened fawn days, when a stoat brought him to 
realization of the unending fight for survival - until, as a six - pointer, with one tine 
missing, he knew himself master of Glencryan. The region in Scotland that was his range 
becomes intimately ones own. The constant strife at all levels of nature's wild life is 
waged before ones eyes. Man- with rare exceptions- and his companion, dog, are the sworn 
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enemies; against them other creatures are at one. The sense of knowing what instinct 
dictates; the withholding of assumptions that are human- and probably beyond the 
thought processes of the woods creatures; the loving comprehension, reflected in one 
farmer who fought the men with guns - all adds up to a lifetime preoccupation, obser- 
vation, sympathy. David Stephen has given his creatures names - as one does the ani- 
mals one knows. But he doesn't give them human attributes. Instead, one is made to 
feel. the pattern of life and death, of struggle or survival, of the drive of the 
seasons, of the instinct for self preservation, of the woods and fields, the hills 
and dales, against which their lives are staged. Don't miss it. (LC: 57-6237) 


February 28 


Fitzlyon, April Abelard Schuman 
THE LIBERTINE LIBRETTIST $3.75 


To the librettist for Don Giovanni, Figaro and Cosi fan Tutte, Mozart was 
important only as another figure in his memoirs and opera was but an interlude. This 
fantastic man, Lorenzo da Ponte, was by birth a Jew, ordained as a priest, and his 
early manhood was spent as a poet whose verse was carefully planned to ingratiate 
himself with his betters: he was an adventurer and a seducer whose own "catalogue" 
of conquests was worthy of his friend, Casanova. Lorenzo's youth was one of shoddy 
connivance and sycophancy whether he worked his magic on prostitutes or royalty, in 
the person of Joseph of Austria. But in his mature years and until his death at 90 
the profligate developed into a solid if fiery citizen. Perhaps it was marriage 
and family responsibilities that changed him but in any event Lorenzo's later call- 
ings included publishing, bookdealing, a period of being a grocer and another of 
accepting a professorship of Italian at Columbia University. With immense energy 
and erudition he brought to America the language and literature of Italy; he also 
founded what was probably the first opera house in America. A highly professional 
biographer (and a well-known translator of Tolstoy and Chekhov) with powers of 
judgments, restraint and clarity makes her subject and his story an enjoyable sur- 
prise for all reading tastes. (LC: 57-5134) 


February 22 


Harmon, Charlotte and Crowell 
Taylor, Rosemary BROADWAY IN A BARN $3.50 


The headaches, backaches and bank aches of a summer stock company are fully 
tallied in Mrs. Harmon's ten year accounting of Guilford and Clinton, Conn., projects 
and present a varied bill of complaints - and compliments. From renovating an old 
hotel for living quarters and the old church for a playhouse, to the staff (which of 
necessity had to be strong) and the players and the plays, this checks over a har- 
assed first year and the unexpecteds of later years. Beset to a besotted point - 
chicken pox, fire violations, drink and sex, stars and the stage struck - when the 
chance came to sell and move to Clinton, the hesitation was short. The improvements 
in Clinton did not mitigate against further flare ups, of production, personalities 
and the personal service demanded by visiting luminaries, and the decision to close, 
after ten years, was reversed when Mrs. Harmon was persuaded to carry on by herself. 
It's an entertaining score on many points for she and her husband were resilient in 
the face of all unpredictable happenings; it has many details to offer on the subject 
of theater and summer theater in particular. So - heads up for curtain going up. 


(LC: 57-5692 ) 


McConnell, Pauline | Crowell 
GEORGE WASHINGTON'S HORSE SLEPT HERE $3.50 


Report repeated from the July lst bulletin, as follows: "The before and 
after treatment reconditions an old barn on Long Island which, when the McConnells 
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were forced to move to make way for a new school, they bought and financed for an enormous 
amount of repairs, remodeling and rehabilitation. Besides the general overhaul there @ 
was the question of plumbing, electricity, water and cesspool, all of which were dependent 
on artisans they could afford and equipment within their means. Many types of workmen 
enter their lives, and just as often leave, while the family and assorted friends emulate 
the beaver to get their new home ready on their moving day. There are raids on second 
hand junk yards, and doors, windows and stairs are bought and driven home; the thousand 
gallon fuel tank is transported to its new location; the well turns into a professional 
operation; and work progresses to the long awaited move- a major operation in itself. 

A backbreaker of a job tackled by an undaunted crew, this is a refutation to Mr. Blandings 
and his homebuilding of several years ago and should have an appeal, other than its local 
one, for all those who have coped with similar projects even on a lesser scale. Cheery 


throughout. Photographs. (LC:56-9792)" 


ff 
February @? [| 


Tennien, Mark & 
Sato, Captain Tasuku Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 


I REMEMBER FLORES $3.00 


This collaboration by the Jesuit missioner Mark Tennien (No Secret is Safe; 
Chunking Listening Post) and a Japanese Naval Officer, Captain Sato, records the period 
spent by Captain Sato on the Indonesian island Flores- and the important imprint it left 
on his life. With no decided religious convictions at the time Captain Sato was sent to 
Flores- he was increasingly impressed by the work of the Catholic Fathers, their missions, 


schools, churches. Unable to see the wisdom of attempting to impose the Japanese language @ 
or culture on the island, he was also unwilling to accept the suspicion directed against 

the Church at one time. And his own despair as the war is lost, and he is interned for 

two years, is partly offset by the new faith and strength gained during this time. w.. 
Exclusively, one would think, for Catholic readers, and it is perhaps too undramatic, too 
undemonstrative a record to attract the more general reader among then. (LC :57-6258) 


PLEASE MAKE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Pough, Richard H.- AUDUBON WESTERN BIRD GUIDE- from 11/15 to 3/7. Price from 
$6.00 to $4.95 (Doubleday) 
Powell, Richard- THE PHILADELPHIAN- definite date 1/7 (Seribner ) 
Schreiber, Morris-£d.- FAVORITE TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE- price from $1.00 to $1.95 
(Grosset & Dunlap) (J) 
Marquand, John P.- STOPOVER TOKYO- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Little, Brown) 
Daly, Edwin- SOME MUST WATCH- definite price $3.95 (Scribner) 
Hansen, Robert P.- MARK THREE FOR MURDER- from 1/16 to 1/21 (Morrow-Mill ) 
Davidson, Basil- THE RAPIDS- definite date 2/19 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Giles, Janice Holt- Title from FRUIT OF INNOCENCE to THE BELIEVERS- definite date 
2/6 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Weeks, William R.- KNOCK AND WAIT A WHILE- definite date 2/18 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Savage, Les, Jr.- Title from BUFFALO WAGONS to HANGTOWN (Ballantine) 
Williams, Margaret- THE WELL-FED BRIDEGROOM- definite price is $3.00 (Doubleday ) @ 
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